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the Good Oil is published monthly, except January, by the North 
Eastern Car Club incorporated. The opinions expressed in this 
magazine are not necessarily those of the club or its committee.

Copyright of this publication is vested with the North Eastern 
Car Club Inc. Material may not be reproduced or used for 
commercial advantage, but may be used by other clubs or 
motoring organisations without written permission provided 
suitable acknowledgement is made.

The deadline for material to be published in the Good Oil is the third weekend of each 
month except December. Material as text files (.txt),Word documents (.doc) or PDFs (.pdf) 
is acceptable. Alternatively printed document is also acceptable. All material to be directed 
to the EDITOR - editor@northeasterncarclub.com.au.

The North Eastern Car Club meet at 7.30PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except 
January, at The NECC Clubrooms, Nolan Lane, Tarrawingee 3678.

Cover photo: ‘86 in Kyoto’ - the Editor

EVENTS CALENDAR 2019

FEBRUARY
31-3 Bathurst 12 hour
6 SHOW US YOUR
 CAR NIGHT
16-17 Targa North West
23 George Woods Rally
22-24 Clipsal 500

MARCH 
2 VRC Mitta Mountain Rally

6 General Meeting
14-17 Australian Grand Prix
20 Committee meeting
24 Khanacross Rd.1
31 VRC/VCRS Ada River Rally

APRIL
3 General Meeting
5-7 ARC.1 Forest Rally WA
7 Wilby Lap Dash
17 Committee meeting
29-4 Targa Tasmania

MAY
1 General Meeting
4 VRC/VCRS 
 Marysville Stages
5 Corowa Road Tour 
10-11 ARC.2 Nat. Cap Rally ACT
11 *Rich River Rally
15 Committee meeting
19 Khanacross Rd.2
24-26 Winton SuperSprint

JUNE
2 Khanacross Rd.3
5 General Meeting
15 *VCRS Nissan Nighmoves
19 Committee meeting
21-23 ARC.3 Rally Tas TAS
29 VRC Rally of the Bay

JULY
3 General Meeting - 
 GO TAFE TOUR
14 Khanacross Rd.3
17 Committee meeting
27 *VCRS Tunbridge Trail

AUGUST
7 General Meeting
14 Committee Meeting
18 Khanacross Rd.3
24-25 ARC.3 VRC 
 Eureka Rush VIC
30-1 Targa Barrier Reef
31-1 Shannons Nationals 
 Winton Motor Raceway

SEPTEMBER
4 General Meeting
18 Committee meeting
20-22 ARC.5 Adel Hills SA
22 *VRC VCRS 
 Yarra Valley Stgs
28 AFL Grand Final

OCTOBER
2 General Meeting
5 *Bill Orders 
 Memnorial Rally
5 *VCRS Tunbridge Trail
10-13 VA Supercars
 Bathurst 1000
16 Committee meeting
20 VRC Akademos 
27 Khanacross (spare)

NOVEMBER
6 General Meeting
8-10 Targa High Country
9 *VCRS George Derrick
15-17 WRC ARC.6
 Rally Australia 
 Coffs Harbour NSW
13 BJR Tour  º tbc
20 Committee meeting 

DECEMBER
4 Annual General Meeting
6 Presentation Dinner

* Round of the NECC Rally   
   Championship
º To be confirmed

Note: dates & events subject to change
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PRESIDENT PRATTLES…

G’day folks, 

Caution, Slippery when wet!

Since I last sat in front of the laptop pondering on the happenings of 
the motorsporting world, we’ve had a lot of one thing and not much of 
another!

In the past weeks, we’ve seen a considerable amount of rain which is 
great for many of our farming friends, but not so great for us who want 
to drag the cars out and play with them in the forests and so on.

Regrettably, this rain lead to the cancellation of the scheduled 
Khanacross at Carboor and now it looks like it has resulted in the 
postponement of the next VCRS round, the Daryl S Tunbridge rally 
around the Ballarat district.

I suppose the only silver lining with this rain is that we get to spend a 
little more time preparing the cars and earning brownie points with 
the better halves for the time spent completing their never-ending list 
of jobs.

Talking of the Tunbridge Rally, I received a note from Cody Richards 
early this month announcing that Richards Rallysport, in conjunction 
with their major supporter, Tough-As Pit Mats are working together 
to raise awareness for Mental Health and Depression within the 
community by pledging donations earned from stage wins to Beyond 
Blue.

Firstly, I highly commend Cody and his team for raising awareness of 
such an important issue within our present-day community.

Cody is seeking support from the motorsporting community to ensure 
that Beyond Blue can continue the excellent work they undertake to 
help those who a gripped by this crippling illness.

I have since spoken with the club’s committee and posed the 
following questions to them in relation to our club supporting such 
organisations like Beyond Blue.

1. Would you like to see the NECC donate club funds to ‘not for profit’ 
charitable organisations? Yes / No

2. If yes, how would you like to see the funds raised? 

3. If yes, would you have a ceiling limit of funds donated to any one 
organisation?  

Scott Mann k president@northeasterncarclub.com.au

4. if yes, what would be the maximum total amount of funds donated 
within one calendar year? 

5. if no to Q1, is there an alternate way the NECC should consider in 
supporting the community?

The response I have received to date suggests that as a committee, 
there is agreeance to support charitable organisations with 
donation(s) from the club.

Therefore, at the coming club meeting, the committee will be seeking 
formal direction from the general members on this topic.

Does the NECC set up a process and guidelines by which it can 
make donations to registered Not for Profit organisations that are 
providing critical services to our community?

I would ask everyone to consider those questions above, as these will 
be asked at the next general meeting.

The committee will of course be happy to answer questions and 
take on feedback relating to this topic and of course, whatever the 
direction, our members decide upon, I would implore everyone to 
consider supporting these causes where you can.

One never knows when you may need to lean on these groups for 
assistance.

To wrap up this month’s prattles, again I need to call out to John Bell 
for organising the TAFE visit in July. While I couldn’t make it due to 
work commitments, I did hear it was a very informative night and Josh 
also found out exactly how the Falcon was performing. Well done to 
John!

Lastly, I mentioned that plans were afoot for the 2020 rally calendar. 
Submissions will be made late this month for two events in 2020.

There should be another article in the magazine covering what these 
events are etc.

Look forward to seeing you at the next general meeting or Carboor for 
the next Khanacross round.

Until then, safe travels.

THE GOOD OIL DEADLINE

The deadline for material to be published in the Good Oil 
is the third weekend of each month except December. 

Material as text files (.txt),Word documents (.doc) or PDFs 
(.pdf) is acceptable. Alternatively printed document is also 
acceptable. 

All material to be directed to the EDITOR.
editor@northeasterncarclub.com.au

NOTICE TO ALL

CLUB PERMIT HOLDERS

Due to the change in the frequency of committee 

meetings, I will no longer be available to sign Club 

permit paperwork prior to those meetings.

I will remain available prior to general meetings (6.30 

Pm-7.30 Pm) to sign paperwork and the mailing option 

will still remain available.

Ron Woodward k cps@northeasterncarclub.com.au
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EXPIRING MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP

OVERDUE

Paul Scalzo Troy Gay Stephanie Richards Tyler Grono

AUGUST 2019

Rolf Monschau 

Peter Williams & Family 

Jarrod Branson 

Michael White 

Greg Brown & Family

Brendon Gigliotti 

Evan Sanderson & Family

Tom Canning 

SEPTEMBER 2019

Swen Tillack 

Matthew Bowman 

Ben Dalton 

Tony Dalton 

Craig Green & Family 

Ellen & Thomas Crocker 

Brodie Paul 

Paul McKenzie 

Justin O’Connor 

Allan Holland 

Reece Masters 

Shane Gardner 

Brad Gourlay & Family 

David Sheridan 

James Stanistreet

Steven Ousley 

Sam Prior & Family

OCTOBER 2019

Glen O’Brien 

Rob Ballard 

Dennis O’Neill & Family

Norman Gunton 

Louise Harper & Family 

Ross & Margy Cairns 

Thomas Carriera 

David Lovett 

Timothy Fry 

Christopher Aggenbach 

Stuart Lister 

Lane & Garry Griffin 

Jodi  Mann & Family

David Morris 

Kevin McCluskey 

Chris & Jane Swingler 

Ian Inglis 

John Berenger 

Richard Fung k membership@northeasterncarclub.com.au

EXTREMELY OVERDUE

Troy Dowell & Family Joshua Dowell

NECC BUMPER STICKER
Introducing the latest NECC Bumper Sticker. Members renewing their NECC membership over the next 12 months to 

May 2020, will find their very own bumper sticker enclosed with their membership confirmation letter.
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Scott Mann k president@northeasterncarclub.com.au

NECC 2020 RALLY EVENT SUBMISSIONS

As I have eluded to over the past couple of magazines, the Committee will be making submissions to the Victorian Rally Panel to conduct two rallies 
in the 2020 rally calendar.

The first of these events will be the continuation of the successful Mitta Mountain Rally which has been run in conjunction with the team from Albury 
Wodonga District Car Club (AWDCC). The 2020 event is again planned to be based out of Mitta Mitta and will be looking to secure support from 
both the VRC and NSWRC championships again. At this stage the event organisers will be seeking a date in Mid-March 2020 and running the event 
in a similar format to previous years.

The second event will be a new event for the club in some respects and not in others.

With the challenges of being able to attain enough competitors for a stand-alone event crammed in around a bunch of other stand-alone events and 
championship rounds, the committee have elected to retire the Mount Porepunkah rallysprint format and look towards revamping and older NECC 
event name and format.

Scheduled for Mid-November, 2020, the event committee will be now looking to hold the North Eastern Rally as a round of the VCRS. Based out of 
Bright, the event will be looking to use a variety of roads well known to the club members from iterations of this event run in the 90’s as well as some 
roads not so familiar to many. Further to this the club will be running a shorter ‘piggyback’ event known as the Bright Stages on the same day to 
provide a proof of concept for the planning of much larger event scheduled for November 2021. Yes, I know I’m being cryptic with this, but I cannot 
make any announcements on these plans just yet.

The 2020 event will be run in alignment with the current VCRS regulations and may have a mixture of day and night-time stages. Early planning (and 
scheming) is also looking at alternate types of stages, throwing back to stages used years ago by other events in the area.

Early plotting suggests that we can get around 120 km of competitive distance.

The event will be directed by Gary Gourlay with support from Stuart Lister and myself.

Gary and Stuart are meeting with the Victorian Rally Panel and other event organisers next week (July 23rd) to piece together the 2020 calendar 
before it is submitted to DEWLP for consideration and approval.

The committee are hoping that by applying for a round of the VCRS series, will be able to attract a larger field of entrants to the region and allow the 
club to again run successful club level events which we have been striving towards for the past couple of years.

We’ll keep you posted on the developments of these applications and the event planning over the coming months.

Of course, if you have any questions regarding these events, please feel free to ask.

Let the real plotting and scheming begin….

CAN YOU HANDLE THE RUSH?

Round 4 CAMS Australian Rally Championship
Round 5 CAMS HINO GEELONG Victorian Rally Championship

Recce Saturday & 2x passes of the BWEZ Super Special Stage* Saturday evening

Rally Sunday over 8 high quality, spectacular, forest stages in the Pyrenees,

Reaching just over 120km competitive and ~130km Lasion!!

On exactly the same route as the ARC crews.

Centralised Service in the township of Beaufort
*subject to regulatory approval

Not competing? Register by email                                                              
o�cials@eurekarush.com.au                       

Before 1st July and you could be going on
 a hot lap around our Super Special Stage!

Image credit: CAMS Media

TRAFALGAR HOLDEN MUSEUM

74 Waterloo road, Trafalgar 

03 5633 1684

www.trafalgarholdenmuseum.com.au

Hello Motor Enthusiast,

 Perhaps you, or some of your members have visited our great 

Holden Museum at Trafalgar, or maybe you are just thinking 

about coming for a visit. I am providing below information 

about us and also various other attractions or items of interest 

in the general area, that you may not be aware of. Places, in 

themselves that are wonderful to see.

 The team of volunteers here at the Trafalgar Holden Museum 

are just waiting to show our many vehicles ( perhaps on your 

last visit we did not have the new shed out the back) but we also 

have a boat built by Holden during the war( soon to be on show), 

saddlery, other WW2 items made by Holden. New items in the 

pipeline include a recent grant to add new areas to the museum, 

and a tram we hope to have soon for display.

 Car Club members receive a discounted entry fee of $ 7.50 

pp( normal $10.00pp) , plus a free tea/coffee. PLEASE mention 

this letter on entry to receive the above.
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OVERDUE

Scott Kelly  40013 H  09/07/19

PERMIT SIGNING
Both club permit applications and renewals will only be signed in 

one of the following two ways:

1. During the hour prior to commencement of a monthly general 

meeting (first Wednesday of each month excluding January). 

Meetings commence at 7.30 PM.

2. Sent by mail to Ron Woodward at 28 Lauriston Avenue Milawa 

VIC 3678. Renewals must include vehicle condition report 

form (download form from club web site) and a stamped self- 

addressed envelope. Due to longer mail delivery times, please 

allow a 2-week turnaround time.

Note: 

Please contact Ron Woodward [ 5727 3407 or 0400 250 861] 

to discuss any new vehicle applications prior to commencing 

application process. Please refer to details below regarding eligibility 

of new applications.

CLUB PERMIT SCHEME

Please note new conditions effective from  

1st of January 2018;

•	 New members to the club will not be eligible to put a 
vehicle on the scheme.

•	 Existing members prior to above date will remain eligible to 
place a vehicle (or vehicles) on the scheme

•	 New applications (see conditions above) will only 
be processed at the clubrooms in the hour prior to 
commencement of a general meeting.

•	 Permit renewals shall be signed prior to meetings as 
above or they can be sent by mail to Ron Woodward at 
28 Lauriston Ave Milawa 3678 complete with vehicle 
condition report (form can be downloaded from club 
website) and a stamped self- addressed envelope. Please 
allow 2-week turnaround time due to slow mail deliveries 
now in force.

•	 Appointments for Ron to sign renewals at home will no 
longer be available.

PLEASE NOTE:
If you have a car on the Club Permit Scheme and you 

don’t renew your club membership on the due date, your 

registration will be automatically INVALIDATED until your 

membership is brought up to date.

AUGUST 2019

Richard Bradbury  258474 H  28/08/19

June Wilson  25837 H  09/08/19

Adam Phillips  26017 H  30/08/19

Mark Stone  70736 H  11/08/19

Brendon Gigliotti  70740 H  26/08/19

James Perkins  82833 H  03/08/19

Jarrod Branson  82834 H  07/08/19

Terry Cornelius  82836 H  15/08/19

Terry Cornelius  82837 H  15/08/19

Michael White  82838 H  17/08/19

PERMIT RENEWALS
The following vehicles on the Club Permit Scheme are due for renewal.

Ron Woodward k cps@northeasterncarclub.com.au

NECC is supported by:

Choices Aggenbach Floors
17-19 Rowan Street
WANGARATTA 5721 4510
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OIL SPOTS
Jeff Whitten k jeff@rallysportmag.com.au

I bought a new/secondhand Citroen C4 recently and started to read 

the driver’s handbook. Having grown up and lived with Fords all 

my life I was shocked to discover that, unlike my Escort’s handbook 

which ran to a simple easy-to-read 44 pages, the Citroen’s was a 

gargantuan 320 pages!!! Now I know that motor cars have come 

a long way in 40 years but surely they can’t be that complicated 

that their handbook resembles the Ten Commandments or a couple 

of chapters of War and Peace. And far from being easy to follow 

there’s loads of unnecessary stuff that just simply confuses the 

reader – like  the lighting section which runs to 30 pages alone .Ah, 

French cars, there’s nothing like them.

Remember the time when the world was full of Subaru WRXs and 

almost every one of them was painted in that gorgeous WRX blue 

with gold wheels? Seems that our favourite Scooby is now quite 

thin on the ground and any well-kept example is fetching serious 

money if you can find one that hasn’t been thrashed to death at a 

track day or in the back street industrial estates of Roxburgh Park or 

Pakenham, grab it. They’re bound to be collector’s items in the very 

near future if they aren’t already. Incidentally, that distinctive Subaru 

boxer engine makes beautiful noises – you can pick a WRX from 

half a mile away.

Quite a coincidence that we noticed the death of Graeme Hoinville 

as reported in a recent Herald Sun several weeks ago. You may 

never have heard of Graeme Hoinville but he was very much a part 

of motorsport, mainly in Victoria but also throughout Australia. As 

well as being an administrator for CAMS and a competitor in all 

sorts of events, he was also a CAMS track inspector, formulated 

regulations for a huge variety of branches of the sport, not to 

mention navigating Harry Firth to 5th outright in the 1968 London 

to Sydney. The coincidence is that he and another CAMS track 

inspector, John Pryce together examined the new race track at 

Tarrawingee, approving it for use in 1959.

After the first successful race meeting at the new Tarrawingee 

track in August 1959 the club conducted a review of the day. It was 

established that the club had pulled off an Australian (and possibly 

a world) record for holding a race meeting that featured 27 races 

and 100 entries. Over 7,000 spectators attended, most avoiding 

paying at the gate, parking on both sides of the Wangaratta – 

Tarrawingee road and walking in. Must have been a sight to see.

If you’re thinking of travelling to Ballarat to spectate at the up-

coming Eureka Rally on August 24/25, now would be a good time 

to think about arranging some accommodation in town. Although 

Ballarat and district has a big range of motels, camping grounds 

etc. there’s bound to be a shortage when the rally circus hits town. 

The event is a round of the 2019 Australian Rally Championship 

and will see all the top cars and drivers strutting their stuff around 

Ballarat. Note that the event will be held on Sunday 25th August 

If you’re undecided whether or not to attend, this will be the only 

chance you’ll get to get up close and personal with drivers of the 

calibre of Harry and Lewis Bates, Simon Evans and many more.

Trivago anyone?

As a result of Jack Brabham being crowned as the world’s leading 

driver in 1959, the Club wrote to him offering honorary membership 

of the North Eastern Car Club. Unfortunately the Minutes don’t 

record whether he took up the offer or not but Black Jack was 

probably too busy building racing cars to worry about that.

Got any Oil Spots or interesting stories or snippets suitable for the 

Good Oil? I’m sure editor Richard would welcome some space fillers 

at any time. 
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MY CAR

NIGHT AT THE [GO] TAFE

Rob Neilson

Woody

The lack of member contributions to “The Good Oil” was raised at the recent club meeting.  Ross Runnalls has 
suggested we start a regular column with the title “My Car”, where members, particularly those with something special 
on club plates, tell us stuff about a car they currently own that we may not know about and could be interested in.
If you wish to contribute to, please send your ‘My Car’ stories to the Editor - editor@northeasterncarclub.com.au

I worked for Corowa's Campbell Motors during the seventies, where 
I developed a love for the various models of Holdens and Datsuns 
which that company sold new. And so it would come to pass that I 
would have hands-on experience with a certain white Datsun 1600 
that was delivered to one Molly Boxall in 1972. In my position of 
Service Man, I would feel attuned to that sweet little car and kept a 
close eye on it as I worked on it as it maintained its regular visits.

So, in the fullness of time, old Molly would pass away, and her son 
Ken would become the 1600’s next custodian, and its appearances 
would become fewer… and fewer! 

Ken was no “car man” and ultimately it faded from my sight.

As fate would have it, as the years rolled on and things changed, car 
enthusiast friend Terry Cornelius was one day driving around the 

back-blocks of semi-rural South Corowa searching for a missing pet 
horse which had escaped from his teenage daughter’s care.

It must have been fate, because the next thing Terry’s on the phone 
telling me about this white 1600 looking forlorn and abandoned on a 
property at South Corowa.

So that was all it took and in no time at all, after suitable negotiations 
with that same Ken, there was the beloved 1600 sitting in my yard.

Of course, some restoration work was required, and that was duly 
completed as a 'labour of love'!

And as well, the new addition needed a name, so I felt that ‘Molly’ 
was an absolute natural!! 

In lieu of the July meeting at the Clubrooms, the club had a night at the 
Goulburn Ovens Tafe campus at Wangaratta, where we were treated 
to a conducted tour of the automotive section which includes both the 
mechanical and bodywork areas. Some of us had been to previous visits 
in the past but it is always good to be there again and catch up with the 
latest trends in teaching apprentices.

First up we watched a demonstration of their chassis dyno with Josh 
Dowell’s Falcon track car being put through its paces. It is somewhat 
frightening and very noisy watching a car having the ring revved out of 
it. I think there were a few side bets going on about how long the motor 
would last before crying enough. Despite these gloomy predictions the 
falcon survived and registered a healthy power reading close to 270 
horsepower. This output is quite amazing considering the limited amount 
of modifications which have been carried out on what is an aging family 
type car. The biggest (and no doubt the most expensive) modification 
to date is the use of a Motec engine management system which allows 
programming of fuel, air timing etc throughout the rev range. The car is 
a good example of what can be achieved on a strict budget and on track 
results so far are a credit to the driving ability of young Josh and the team 
behind him headed up by his dad. Apparently 300 horsepower is on the 
horizon with bigger injectors and a revised air intake system.

Following the dyno session, we checked out the remainder of the 
mechanical section which caters for normal cars, heavy diesel and 

also small engine covering motorbikes and chainsaws etc. There are 
plenty of engines, gearboxes etc for the students to learn on and one 
standout item (due to its size) was a Kenworth prime mover which was 
purchased recently by the college. With 1.9 million kilometres on the 
clock this vehicle is due for an overhaul, which will be carried out by 
the students, after which it will be sold and the funds used to purchase 
another vehicle.

The other section of the automotive department is the bodywork section. 
This well-equipped area deals with both panel repairs and spray 
painting. Spraying is carried out in an up to date heated booth. Most 
spraying is now carried out using two pack water-based paint, although 
the older acrylic style paints are still stocked and used. The black art of 
colour matching is now done with computer assistance in modern panel 
shops, and this is taught alongside the older manual method.

  Although the older skills involved with panel repair such as panel 
welding, stretching and shrinking are still taught, the majority of 
smash repairs these days involve panel replacement and following 
manufacturer’s guidelines on repair sequences. 

Following our tour our guide ran a short discussion dealing with the 
operation of the college with its various campuses throughout the 
region and the challenges involved in keeping up with ever changing 
technologies. Thanks goes to John Bell and others who organised the 
night. I find its good to get out and about and see what happens in our 
area. I understand the next outing will be to Brad Jones Racing sometime 
in November to check out the latest in supercar racing. I must apologise 
for no photos to accompany this report, apparently everyone was too 
engrossed in what was going on to remember to take photos.
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Name: 

Gary Gourlay

Current/ previous occupation: 

Retired (I think) Owned a computer business in Wangaratta, started 

life as an automotive technician

Committee Positions (Past/ present): 

Treasurer, Secretary, President

Current motorsport interests 

(Driver, Navigator, Official, Spectator): 

Driver and Officiating

Current Motorsport Participation 

(Rally, Sprint, Khanacross, Motorkhana, Other): 

Khanacross trying to keep in front of the grand children

Current Vehicles: 

Kia Cerato, mine. Mitsubishi ASX (Gail’s)

Previous, First Vehicle(s): 

Austin A90, Renault 8, Honda civic, Mazda RX3

Hobbies: 

Motorsport (What else is there)

Favourite Events (Competitor, Spectator): 

Anything

NECC MEMBER PROFILE
Member this month: #51 Gary Gourlay, joined 1980

Favourite Driver & Why: 

Allan Moffatt (He was the first true professional competitor in 

Australian motorsport)

Favourite Competition Car & Why:  

Audi Quattro

The Ultimate rally car

How did you get involved in Motorsport: 

Started navigating for a member of Victorian Motorist Auto Club 

VMAC

How long have you been involved in Motorsport: 

Since 1970

Year joined NECC: 

1980

Most satisfying motorsport experience: 

Finishing an Alpine with Andrew Roberts

Being the 4-day crew on the Alice Springs to God Coast trial

Your Competition History: 

Started navigating in a Shamateur event, navigated in 3 alpines, ran 

the clubman series for a number of years, also the Group 5 series, 

VRC’s, and a few standalone events

Your Officiating History: 

Started doing road closures, continued on directing club level events 

then progressed to State Level events. Have done nearly all facets 

of officiating

Competition Plans for the future: 

Probably just Khanacross

Thoughts on what events the NECC should be running? 

Motorkhanas, sprints, more social events

One interesting fact others may not know about you (optional):

There is nothing interesting about me at all

NECC’S NEW CLUB CAR
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