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the Good Oil is published monthly, except January, by the
North Eastern Car Club incorporated. The opinions
expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the
club or its committee.
Copyright of this publication is vested with the North Eastern
Car Club Inc. Material may not be reproduced or used for
commercial advantage, but may be used by other clubs or
motoring organisations without written permission provided
suitable acknowledgement is made.

The deadline for material to be published in the Good Oil is the third weekend of each month
except December. Material as text files (.txt),Word documents (.doc) or PDFs (.pdf) is
acceptable. Alternatively printed document is also acceptable. All material to be directed to
the EDITOR - editor@northeasterncarclub.com.au.
The North Eastern Car Club meet at 7.30PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except
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General Meeting
Committee meeting
George Woods Introductory
Rally Retro Festival
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MARCH
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2020 NECC
Annual General Meeting
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Committee meeting
VRC•VCRS
Mitta Mountain Rally *

APRIL

EXECUTIVE POSITIONS
PRESIDENT
Scott Mann 0409 836 440
k president@northeasterncarclub.com.au
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY

EVENTS CALENDAR 2021

Stuart Lister 0418 629 900
Gary Gourlay 0407 833 002

TREASURER
Gary Gourlay 0407 833 002
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General Meeting
Swan Hill Tour
Khanacross Round 1
VRC•VCRS
Ada River Rally *
Committee meeting

MAY
GENERAL COMMITTEE
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Richard Fung 0419 324 571
k membership@northeasterncarclub.com.au
EDITOR
Richard Fung
k editor@northeasterncarclub.com.au
WEBMASTER
Richard Fung
k webmaster@northeasterncarclub.com.au
SOCIAL SECRETARY
John Bell (03) 5725 1728
k social@northeasterncarclub.com.au
JUNIOR LIAISON
Joshua Dowell 0439 167 710
k juniorliaison@northeasterncarclub.com.au
CLUBROOM/CATERING

Kurt Kazenwadel 0404 147 944

NON-COMMITTEE APPOINTED POSITIONS
CLUB PERMIT SCHEME
Ron Woodward (03) 5727 3407
k cps@northeasterncarclub.com.au
KHANACROSS SERIES
Ray Wingrave 0403 932 515
k khanacross@northeasterncarclub.com.au
POINTS SCORER

Stuart Lister 0418 629 900

CAMS SCRUTINEER
Laurie Weston 0419 395 421
k camsscrutineer@northeasterncarclub.com.au
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JUNE
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27

AUGUST
4
7
18
29

General Meeting
VRC
Gippsland Rally
Committee Meeting
Khanacross Round 5

SEPTEMBER
1
11
12
15
19-20
26

VCRS
Victoria Cross Rally *
General Meeting
VRC•VCRS
Marysville Stages *
Jamieson Drive
Committee meeting
Experts Trial
Khanacross Round 2
Historic Winton
Winton SuperSprint

General Meeting
VCRS
Moonlight Meander
/Dan Murphy Trial *
Committee meeting
Khanacross Round 4

General Meeting
Sunraysia Safari Rally
Khanacross Round 6
Committee Meeting
VRC•VCRS
Yarra Valley Stages *
Tour of Gippsland

OCTOBER
2

6
10
17
20
23

VCRS
Tunbridge Trail
/Steve Richards Trial *
General Meeting
Khanacross spare
VRC•VCRS
Akademos Rally *
Committee meeting
Bagshot Rallysprint

NOVEMBER
General Meeting
Ron Grealy Afternoon
Committee meeting
VCRS
Nissan Nightmoves *
Khanacross Round 3

3
6
7
17
26

General Meeting
Bill Orders Memorial
Khanacross State
Championship Carboor
Committee meeting
Presentation Dinner

DECEMBER
* NECC Rally Championship round

1

º To be confirmed

2

Annual General
Meeting
Alpine Rally

Note: dates & events subject to change
Cover photo: Round 1 of the 2021 Khanacross Series - Kylie Dowell
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PRES IDENT PRATTLES …
Scott Mann k president@northeasterncarclub.com.au
A dose of reality.
Well in the last month and in particularly the past week we have seen events that
will have a profound impact on our sport for some time to come.
In the last weeks we have regrettably seen the passing of one of Australia’s most
talented drivers ever to tackle a rally stage. A multiple rally championship winner,
Geoff Portman passed after a dogged battle with cancer.
It would be remiss of me to provide any words that could accurately describe
Geoff’s life or achievements as I merely crossed paths with him on only a handful
of times. This task I will leave to others who knew Geoff a great deal better than me.
To further compound Geoff’s passing, we collectively paused to reflect on the
passing of three competitors pursuing their dreams during the recent running of
Targa Tasmania.
While many of us will not personally know any of these competitors, we all share a
sense of grief and heartache for their families, the event officials, the first
responders and the fellow competitors. Their passing is a stark reminder that life
is not a dress rehearsal and that we should always strive to achieve whatever is our
passion while we can.

annoy me. There is this real perception that if you cannot travel to
an event on the morning, compete all day/ evening and return
back home to your own bed that night, the event is too costly in
time and money to do. As a state, Victoria is incredibly blessed to
have extensive forestry assets so close to Melbourne. But rest
assured that at some stage in the not-too-distant future, our state
government will bow to pressure and prohibit access to many
more forests within the state, particularly those that ring the north
and east of Melbourne. Once access to these traditional rally
forests is gone, where will the sport be looking to conduct
events? If we do not support the regional events now, the
organising clubs will cease to run them and access to those
forest will also become more difficult. Its bloody hard work to run
a state round, it’s really hard to back it up year after year when
you only get a fraction of the entries those events closer to
Melbourne received and then get told the event’s too far away
and too costly. As the old saying goes; If you don’t use it, you’ll
lose it!

To the members of those families directly (and indirectly) impacted by the passing
of these competitors, I pass on my most sincere condolences to you.
The past month has also seen several events run and won.
As touched on in last month’s Good Oil, the Mitta Mountain Rally was conducted
on March 20th. 50 competitors tackled some very challenging stages around the
Mitta Mitta valleys.
The event was the first round of both the VRC and VCRS championships and was
run in near perfect conditions (a gentle breeze would have been nice to move dust
off the road ).
I won’t go into the details of the results, but I will touch on some of the feedback
provided to the event from various quarters.
Firstly, let me state that the following comments and opinions are my own and do
not represent those of either of the organising committee or the NECC, AWDCC or
their respective committees.
Quality of the roadbook. As the checker of this event, I’m always keen to obtain
feedback on the quality of the roadbook. The feedback received from competitors
suggested inconsistencies with the calls and grading of cautions. Writing route
instructions and then checking them is a challenging task. How much do you put
in, what do you put in, how do you interpret the road/ hazard and how do you
convey this to the competitors? As event organisers and checkers, do we always it
right? Hell No! Can we improve? Always! I will take on the feedback provided,
learn from it an strive to provide the safest set of instructions possible for the future.
Quality of the roads. I questioned this and then promptly bit my tongue when the
clarification was provided. As I stated to some members recently, if competitors
want a smoother, better presented set of roads to compete on, they best swap their
gravel tyres for racing slicks and go play on the racetrack! With the recent fires
impacting so many roads in the area, DELWP and the council have spent a huge
amount of time rebuilding and preparing the roads for future fire seasons. This
year’s roads were in the best possible condition prior to the event. The only
detraction was some localised storm damage caused in the weeks immediately
preceding the event. To suggest I was frustrated by this feedback would be an
understatement.

Lastly, I will extend my heart felt tanks to the organising team and
all the officials who made the Mitta happen. After having the
event shelved in the days prior to last year’s date, it was fantastic
to see the event return to Mitta and support the community once
again. Well done to all.
A couple of weeks later, the first round of the club’s Khanacross
series was held at Carboor. With weather threatening on the
Saturday prior, 26 entries assembled for the day’s competition.
And boy was the competition fierce from the get-go.
Results should be elsewhere in the magazine, but the top three or
four were split by a very small margin. Well done to all, I reckon
most of us are still cleaning the dust out of our cars etc. Keep an
eye out for the next round this month.
Well, that’s all from me this month. Look forward to seeing
somewhere soon.
In the interim, stay safe.

Cost of the event. Several comments were made about the time and costs to get to
the event. I’ve heard this comment a lot over the years and it is really starting to
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MEMBERSHIP - EXPIRING MEMBERS
Richard Fung k membership@northeasterncarclub.com.au

NEW MEMBERS
Rachel Bohm & Family from Wooragee

OVERDUE

MAY 2021
Robin & Veronica Box

Adam Phillips

Christopher Rissman

Lisa Box

June Wilson

Troy Dowell & Family

Hank Griffin

Alan Lennane

Joshua Dowell

Keith Eldridge & Family

Trevor Bowden

Troy Gay

John & Jennifer Turner

David & Jenny Ward

Michael Crispo

Michael Stone

Ross & Christine Runnalls

Christopher McInnes

Wayne Owen

Peter Gay

JUNE 2021

NECC is supported by:

Choices Aggenbach Floors

17-19 Rowan Street
WANGARATTA 5721 4510
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VALE: GEOFF PORTMAN – 1954 - 2021
Written by Peter Whitten, RallySport Magazine k peter@rallysportmag.com.au
With very sad hearts and more
than a few tears in our eyes, we say
farewell to one of the most
outstanding drivers and indeed
human beings, that rallying in
Australia has ever come across.
Geoffrey Ian Portman burst onto
the Victorian Rally scene in 1975
driving an FE Holden. He promptly won his very first event and never looked
back from that moment.
A student at the Victorian School of Forestry at the time, he soon moved up from
the 1958 Holden to a more contemporary Datsun 1600, the much revered IFK 250,
where the wins just seemed to mount up with ease.
It was this car which morphed into the famous “Grunter” in which Geoff won the
1978 Alpine Rally, beating the works Ford Escort RS1800 of Colin Bond in the
process. That Alpine in 1978 was his self-proclaimed finest hour.
Geoff was an icon of rallying in Australia, amassing two Australian Rally
Championships, in 1981 and 1982, gaining a works Datsun Rally Team drive in
1980, and six Alpine Rally victories along the way, between 1978 and 2011. Only
one other driver can equal that count.

road events, and even a Nissan-backed drive in a race Pulsar.
He contested events in Australia, in Asia and in New Zealand.
Geoff’s illustrious career behind the steering wheel ended in
2012 on a very high note, with a second and a fifth place in New
Zealand’s Otago and Silver Fern rallies in his own Escort
RS1800, proudly proving to himself that he “still had it”.
Geoff had been bedevilled by NET Cancer since 2013 and was
putting up a great fight.

The majority of Geoff’s rallies have been run and won with his long-time friend
Ross Runnalls sitting beside him, calling the corners.

Geoff leaves us after 67 years, 44 of which he has been married
to Lisa. Our condolences go to his family including Lisa,
children Nicholas and Jamie, four grandchildren, his sister
Anne, and brother Mark.

His rally career spanned more than 36 years, during which he tried – and was
successful in – just about every type of motor sport, excelling on gravel surfaces.

He leaves us with a trailer load of friends and even more
memories.

His resume included sprint events, long distance rallies, endurance rallies and off

RallySport Magazine sends them all our sincerest condolences.

SOCIAL NEWS
John Bell k social@northeasterncarclub.com.au

2021 Social Dates

1st September • GENERAL MEETING

16th May • CLUB PERMIT DRIVE TO JAMIESON BREWERY

Trip out to Moyhu to tour vehicle door cards and race and rally cars
internal panels facility
- TBC - more details to come

Drive to Jamieson Brewery & Grill for lunch. With a stop for coffee along
the way. Return via Whitfield and King River Brewery. Family & friends
welcome. Meet at Apex Park Wangaratta. Depart at 9am.
For more info: Andrew Bartlett 0488 956 557

6th June • RON GREALY AFTERNOON
This is to honour a life member and his very long commitment to the
NECC. Please bring photos of Ron if you have some.
Afternoon tea available and bar will be open.
From 2:00pm at our Tarrawingee Clubrooms.
For inquiries contact John Bell 0400 863 334.

2nd Sunday of each month • TONE ROAD CAFE Wangaratta
Tone Rd Cafe on the second Sunday of each month 8:00am to 10:30am.
Club permit registered car owners catch-up and chat.

7th July • GENERAL MEETING
Guest speaker Jeff Grech - Jeft will chat about his storied motorsport
career.

Coffee and breakfast available.
9th May, 13th June, 11th July, 8th August, 12th September,
10th October, 14th November, 12th December.

For the latest information, please refer to the Social Calendar on the clubs’ website - northeasterncarclub.com.au/social-calendar/
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KHANACROSS - Round 1, 11th April
Images by Kylie Dowell - for results & more photos, visit our website: northeasterncarclub.com.au/khanacross/
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CLUB PERMIT SCHEME
Ron Woodward k cps@northeasterncarclub.com.au

PERMIT RENEWALS
The following vehicles on the Club Permit Scheme are due for renewal.

FEBRUARY 2021
Geoff Sefton

CH 6710

21/05/21

Ron Dawson

07438 H

21/05/21

Ralph Scalzo

36774 H

16/05/21

Thong Lee

36766 H

02/05/21

Paul Scalzo

36771 H

13/05/21

Chris Rissman

37735 H

08/05/21

Ron Woodward k cps@northeasterncarclub.com.au

Travers Nuttall

54440 H

04/05/21

Noel Gambold

60447 H

18/05/21

The North Eastern Car Club is a participant in the Victorian
(VicRoads) Club Permit Scheme.

Norm Nieuwland

66435 H

11/05/21

Lane Griffin

90080 H

17/05/21

Treavor Delarue

90082 H

25/05/21

Glen O'Brien

90832 H

11/05/21

Jan Harper

0364H3

08/05/21

Peter Williams

0936H6

31/05/21

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS

At the end of 2017 the committee made the decision not to admit
any vehicles to the scheme owned by members who joined the
club from the start of 2018 onwards. Members who joined the club
prior to the start of 2018 would still be permitted to place vehicles
on the scheme after this date.
Any persons not eligible to access the Club Permit Scheme through
this club are advised to visit the VicRoads website and download
the list of eligible clubs participating in the scheme (there are
many).
Members who are eligible to place vehicles on the scheme are
requested to contact the Club Permit Officer if they are proposing to
place a vehicle on the scheme prior to obtaining a roadworthy
certificate to discuss their application.

NOTICE TO ALL CLUB PERMIT HOLDERS
OVERDUE
Scott Spedding

22474 H

30/04/21

Peter Williams

76541 H

13/04/21

Loise Harper

90099 H

05/04/21

Chris McInnes

0366H7

05/04/21

Ian Day

3372H8

30/04/21

Due to the change in the frequency of committee meetings, I will no
longer be available to sign Club permit paperwork prior to those
meetings.
I will remain available prior to general meetings (6.30 - 7.30 pm) to
sign paperwork and the mailing option will still remain available.

PERMIT SIGNING
Both club permit applications and renewals will only be signed in one
of the following two ways:
1. During the hour prior to commencement of a monthly general
meeting (first Wednesday of each month excluding January).
Meetings commence at 7.30 PM.
2. Sent by mail to Ron Woodward at 28 Lauriston Avenue, Milawa
VIC 3678. Renewals must include vehicle condition report form
(download form from club web site) and a stamped selfaddressed envelope. Due to longer mail delivery times, please
allow a 2-week turnaround time.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
If you have a car on the Club Permit Scheme and you don’t renew
your club membership on the due date, your registration will be
automatically INVALIDATED until your membership is brought up
to date. You may be subject to fines from the authorities if caught
driving the vehicle with an invalidated permit.

Note:
Please contact Ron Woodward [ 5727 3407 or 0400 250 861] to
discuss any new vehicle applications prior to commencing application
process. Please refer to details below regarding eligibility of new
applications.
Ron Woodward k cps@northeasterncarclub.com.au
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If undelivered, return to:
North Eastern Car Club Inc. PO Box 138, Wangaratta. VIC 3676
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